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From the manual “Government in the Sunshine”, page 40: Paragraph C. Each board, commission or agency of this
state or of any political subdivision thereof shall include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of meeting
or hearing is required, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the advice that if a person
decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at
such meeting or hearing, he will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose he may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based.
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Action Requested #1 - Adopt A Resolution
Support for Affordable and Reliable High-Speed Internet Throughout Florida

Whereas, reliable and affordable high-speed internet access is essential for Floridians to be
prosperous and meet today’s challenges; and

Whereas, the absence of access to reliable and affordable high-speed internet service prevents
communities from achieving the high quality of life that is considered a fundamental component
for educational and economic success; and,

Whereas, the absence and/or lack of high-speed internet:

o hinders the ability for all schoolchildren to have access to educational opportunities,

e hinders access telemedicine to improve health outcomes for its residents, and to provide access
without demanding travel and transportation,

e hinders the ability for rapid communication between the public and law enforcement agencies;
and,

e hinders the ability for communities to maintain and expand business opportunities, stimulate job
growth and

o hinders that ability engage in innovative technologies that are required for a vibrant economy.
Whereas, the Florida Legislature recently passed House Bill 969 creating an Office of Broadband

within the Department of Economic Opportunity requiring the creation of a strategic plan that
has goals and strategies for increasing the use of broadband Internet service in the state, and,

Whereas, it is imperative that the strategic plan be based on accurate and up-to-date mapping and
the internet access needs of the public and private sector, and,

Whereas, the National Association of Counties has developed — Test It! an easy to use “mapping
tool” that can be used to assess availability of internet, and,

Whereas, in order to meet the goal of universal access to high-speed internet, it will be
necessary to determine what the private providers need to provide affordable and reliable
connectivity in sparsely located areas. the support necessary to address issues of sparse
populations and to provide expanded internet services, and engages governmental entities at the
Federal, State and Local level in order to be successful.

Now therefore be it resolved that the supports the State of
Florida, the Department of Economic Opportunities in the effort to achieve access to reliable and
affordable high-speed internet access to every household and business throughout the State of
Florida.

Be it further resolved that the will support the State Office
of Broadband and participate in the implementation of HB 969 including providing information,
assisting in mapping efforts, and supporting other such efforts that will lead to enhanced access
to affordable, reliable high-speed internet services throughout County and the State of
Florida .




ACTION REQUESTED #2 - DOCUMENT THE STATUS OF INTERNET SERVICE IN
YOUR COMMUNITY
To prepare for participation in discussions regarding enhancing or expanding internet services in
your community, it is recommended that each county should develop a narrative documenting
the current status of access to reliable, affordable, high-speed internet services throughout your
county. This narrative should provide an overview of the current status of accessibility,
reliability, affordablility, and speed.

e Onascale of 1 -5— (1 being great to 5 being non-existent) how would you rate
the access, reliability, affordability and speed of the internet services in your

county?
Accessibility —1-2-3-4—-5—-Comment:
Reliability -1-2-3-4-5-Comment
Affordability —1-2-3-4-5—Comment
Speed —-1-2-3-4-5-Comment
e Does your county have an accurate map of accessibility and strength of internet

services throughout your county?

e How are internet services currently provided in your county?

e What is the biggest need in terms of addressing the status of affordable, reliable
high-speed internet services?

e Does your county have a plan for enhancing/expanding internet services in your
county?

e If you do have a plan, was the plan developed based on a feasibility study or some
other proposal?  (if there is a copy please have it available for reference)

e s there currently an initiative under consideration/development to provide
enhanced/expanded access to internet services in your county? Please describe.

e How would your county benefit from universal access to reliable, affordable,
high-speed internet services throughout your county.

ACTION REQUESTED #3 — DESIGNATE CONTACT FOR YOUR LOCAL
TECHNOLOGY PLANNING TEAM

Specific Action - Each county should identify a person to serve as point of contact for their local
technology planning team. The Office of Broadband will be working with these team regarding
specific information needs and actions in their local area and region.
Background - The Florida Office of Broadband is tasked with the requirement to build and
facilitate local technology planning teams or partnerships with members representing cross-
sections of the community, which may include, but are not limited to, representatives from the
following organizations and industries: libraries, K-12 education, colleges and universities, local
health care providers, private businesses, community organizations, economic development
organizations, local governments, tourism, parks and recreation, and agriculture.



JEFFERSON COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

RESOLUTION 11192020-

A RESOLUTION OF THE JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, SUPPORTING
AFFORDABLE AND RELIABLE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
THROUGHOUT FLORIDA.

WHEREAS, reliable and affordable high-speed internet access is essential for Floridians to be
prosperous and meet today’s challenges; and

WHEREAS, the absence of access to reliable and affordable high-speed internet service
prevents communities from achieving the high quality of life that is considered a fundamental
component for educational and economic success; and

WHEREAS, the absence and/or lack of high-speed internet:
« hinders the ability for all schoolchildren to have access to educational opportunities;

« hinders access to telemedicine to improve health outcomes for its residents, and to
provide access without demanding travel and transportation;

« hinders the ability for rapid communication between the public and law enforcement
agencies;

« hinders the ability for communities to maintain and expand business opportunities,
stimulate job growth;

* hinders the ability to engage in innovative technologies that are required for a vibrant
economy.

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature recently passed House Bill 969 creating an Office of
Broadband within the Department of Economic Opportunity requiring the creation of a strategic
plan that has goals and strategies for increasing the use of broadband Internet service in the state;
and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the strategic plan be based on accurate and up-to-date mapping
and the internet access needs of the public and private sector; and

WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties has developed — Test It! an easy to use
“mapping tool” that can be used to assess availability of internet; and

WHEREAS, in order to meet the goal of universal access to high-speed internet, it will be
necessary to determine what the private providers need to provide affordable and reliable



connectivity in sparsely located areas, and the support necessary to address issues of sparse
populations and to provide expanded internet services, and engage governmental entities at the
Federal, State and Local level in order to be successful.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of
Jefferson County, Florida, as follows:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated in this Resolution.

Section 2. That the Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners, hereby supports
the State of Florida, the Department of Economic Opportunities in the effort to achieve access
to reliable and affordable high-speed internet access to every household and business
throughout the State of Florida.

Section 3. That the Board of County Commissioners will assist the State Office of
Broadband by participating as needed in meeting the obligations of HB 969 including providing
information, assistance in mapping efforts, and supporting other such efforts that will lead to
enhanced access to affordable, reliable high-speed internet services throughout Jefferson
County and the State of Florida.

Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County, Florida.
on the 19" day of November, 2020.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

J.T. Surles, Chairman
ATTEST:

Kirk Reams, Clerk of Courts
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